Book reviews
Surgical Diagnosis by George Qvist FRCS pp 712 illustrated £15 London: H K Lewis 1977 George Qvist is well known to generations of students at the Royal Free, as well as to many postgraduates, as a clinical teacher of surgery of great distinction. In his retirement he has published a magnificent compendium which represents his many years of clinical experience; a collection of 867 photographs of clinical conditions, pathological specimens and X-rays, together with a number of clear line drawings. This book covers the full range of general surgical and orthopedic practice and stretches from conditions now rare, such as gumma, to present day endoscopic retrograde cholangiography. The practical bedside approach to diagnosis is stressed in the accompanying text, which supplies short descriptions of clinical features together with helpful lists of classifications and differential diagnosis. While not intended to be a textbook of surgery, this volume will prove to be a useful atlas which both undergraduate students and FRCS candidates will find helpful as revision. Indeed, the enormous range of conditions which are illustrated enables this book to function almost as a museum of clinical surgery and, for this reason, surgeons at all levels of experience will enjoy turning its pages. A substantial space is devoted to the anatomy of the hypothalamus, both in man and in animals. The authors point out that the term 'median eminence', which is frequently used in the Anglo-American literature, presents certain difficulties. In the case of man and monkeys, as a result of developmental changes, an area corresponding to the median eminence of lower animals cannot be accurately defined, and for these primates the authors use the term pituitary stalk for the whole of the structure that connects the hypothalamus with the main body of the pituitary gland.
Details of the blood supply of the hypothalamus and pituitary in man and in animals are illustrated. The authors point out that it has not hitherto been appreciated that there are two groups of portal vessels, each of which drains a primary capillary bed in a specific segment of the neural component of the pituitary and supplies a particular territory in the pars distalis. This finding seems likely to have significance with regard to the control of secretion of hormones by the various cells of the pars distalis.
Useful chapters are included on the local and remote effects of pituitary stalk section and of hypophysectomy. This supplement, published by Acta Endocrinologica, is a useful addition to the literature on the hypothalamus and pituitary, and it will prove of value to many endocrinologists in both the human and animal fields. 
